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To:
Joint Steering Committee for Development of RDA

From:
John Attig, ALA Representative to the JSC
Subject:
Proposed Glossary definitions: Book Format terms
The element Book Format is defined in the Glossary as:

Book Format
The result of folding a printed sheet to form a gathering of leaves (e.g., a sheet folded once to form a folio, twice to form a quarto, three times to form an octavo, etc.).

The following definitions of the specific terms are consistent with the element definition.  They are based on Geoffrey Ashall Glaister, Encyclopedia of the book, Second edition (New Castle, DE:  Oak Knoll Press; London: The British Library, 1996).  I have highlighted the text taken from Glaister.  His definitions are for book size rather than format, and therefore I added the information about the number of leaves and pages in a gathering.
Folio
A book format resulting from folding a sheet of paper once to form 2 conjugate leaves (4 pages); the gatherings of a folio book are usually made up of several sheets (usually four) folded together to form a gathering.
4to
Quarto; a book format resulting from folding a sheet of paper with two folds at right angles to form a gathering of 4 leaves (8 pages).
8vo
Octavo; a book format resulting from folding a sheet of paper with three right-angle folds to form a gathering of 8 leaves (16 pages).
12mo
Duodecimo or twelvemo; a book format resulting from folding a sheet of paper into 12 leaves (24 pages) by means of right-angle folds.
16mo
Decimo-sexto, sexto-decimo, or sixteenmo; a book format resulting from folding a sheet of paper with four right-angle folds to form a gathering of 16 leaves (32 pages).
24mo
Vigesimo-quarto or twenty-fourmo; a book format resulting from folding a sheet of paper into 24 leaves (48 pages) by means of right-angle folds.
32mo
Trigesimo-secundo or thirty-twomo; a book format resulting from (notionally) folding a sheet of paper with five right-angle folds to form a gathering of 32 leaves (64 pages). In practice paper cannot conveniently be folded more than four times, so the sheet would be cut into smaller pieces before folding.
48mo
Forty-eightmo; a book format resulting from folding a sheet of paper into 48 leaves (96 pages) by means of right-angle folds.
64mo
Sixty-fourmo; a book format resulting from (notionally) folding a sheet of paper with six right-angle folds to form a gathering of 64 leaves (128 pages). In practice paper cannot conveniently be folded more than four times, so the sheet would be cut into smaller pieces before folding.
Question: Given the constant use of the term “gathering” in these definitions, should we add a definition to the Glossary?  A possible definition (again based on Glaister) is given below.
Gathering
A folded printed sheet, which is assembled with other folded sheets and sewn and bound to form a book.
