DPC on changes to DCRM Area 4

--Jain Fletcher--
This DCP involves changes to the DCRM publication area to allow for the recording of place and name of manufacture as manufacture elements even when publication, distribution, etc. place and name elements are neither present on the item nor can be surmised. The following document presents texts of existing and suggested DCRM(B) rules, all indented within double lines and prefaced with italicized explanatory text.  Areas of discussion are prefaced with “DISCUSSION” or “DISCUSSION, cont.” A summary of the suggested changes is given at the end.
Existing text in DCRM(B) giving guidance on when to record publisher and manufacturer elements in their respective parts of a catalog record (with yellow highlighted areas indicating the most pertinent points):
===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========

4A6. Elements relating to publication, distribution, etc., vs. elements relating to manufacture

Consider the wording, layout, and typography of the publication itself when determining the most appropriate place to transcribe information relating to the publication, distribution, etc., area. Keep in mind that statements relating to printing will sometimes be more appropriately transcribed as elements of publication, distribution, etc., and sometimes as elements of manufacture.
 Consult the following instructions for guidance. 

4A6.1. Statements relating to publication, distribution, etc., only

If the publication bears only a statement relating to publication, distribution, etc., or multiple such statements, transcribe the statement(s) according to the instructions in 4B, 4C, and 4D.

Geneuae : Sumptibus Petri Chouët, 1651

Viennae : Impensis Joannis Pauli Kraus, bibliopolae Viennensis, 1768

New-York : Sold by D. Felt & Co. ; Boston : Published by Cha's Ellms, agent, [1835?]

4A6.2. Statements relating to manufacture only

4A6.2.1. If the publication bears only a statement relating to manufacture, or multiple such statements, generally assume the manufacturer(s) to also be functioning as publisher(s), distributor(s), etc. Transcribe the statement(s) according to the instructions in 4B, 4C, and 4D. Consider the words “place of publication” and “publisher” in those instructions to refer equally to the place of manufacture and name of manufacturer in such cases.

Moguntiae : In typographeio Ioannis Albini, anno 1602

Edmonton : Jas. E. Richards, government printer, 1907

Te Philadelphia : Gedrukt bij Hendrik Miller, in de Twede Straat, MDCCLXII [1762]

Albany : Printed by Websters and Skinners ; New-York : Stereotyped by G. Bruce, 1822

4A6.2.2. However, if the manufacturer is known not to be the publisher, distributor, etc., and the identity of the publisher, distributor, etc., can be determined or reasonably surmised, supply the name of the publisher, distributor, etc., in square brackets and transcribe the manufacturer statement as such according to the instructions in 4E, 4F, and 4G.

[Boston : New York & Erie Railroad Company, 1856] (Boston : Farwells & Forrest, steam job printers, 5 Lindall Street)
===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========

DISCUSSION
It had seemed clear (to me) that the existing guidelines were sufficient to allow for the recording of manufacturer elements in the manufacturer portion of Area 4, even when there was no discernible publication, distribution, etc. information on the resource (nor available from external sources). Because it is relatively common in later music scores to find nearly or completely unambiguous manufacturer information without corresponding publisher information, the DCRM(M) editors decided to include an example of how this situation would be treated in the record. When that draft came up for peer review by both RBMS and MLA reviewers, some RBMS reviewers made a comment about that example, claiming that it was not allowed in DCRM. They stated that, when manufacturer information was all that could be found in the item, it was supposed to be entered in the publication, distribution, etc. portion, per 4A6.2.1--and therefore the example was not pertinent.  I looked again at the rules, particularly those parts that are highlighted above. It still seemed to me that my reading of the rules was correct concerning this relatively common situation. In fact, I had even believed that DCRM’s text was written differently from AACR2’s mainly to include DCRM’s more helpful guidance (the highlighted portion of 4A6 and its footnote) as its solution for this situation. So, I brought the issue back to BSC, where I was surprised to learn that some of the editors of DCRM(B) who were present agreed with the reviewer’s assessment. Still, bringing this topic up stimulated an informative discussion. There were several catalogers at the meeting who work on later material (late 18th century on) and they asserted that this situation (manufacturer information only) is commonly found in certain categories of books (popular literature, especially children’s books) and pamphlets, not to mention music and other formats.  
Despite the useful information that arose from that earlier BSC meeting, it did not result in a consensus. Therefore, since I am trying to deal with the remaining salient issues from the DCRM(M) pre-publication “punch list”, I needed to bring this question up again at the most recent BSC meeting (June 2012). In the discussion that ensued, the assembled attendees indicated their agreement that clearer guidance for manufacturer-only situations was warranted, so I was asked to write a DPC. A few ideas were put forward (at the meeting and over e-mail) for suggested wording, with some of the ideas being wonderfully concise. (The most well received idea came from the meeting: a suggestion that the non-highlighted section of my rendition of 4A6.2.2 [above] simply be removed.) After sifting through the input I received, I have realized that the solution could not be as concise as that.  There were more issues to navigate than expected, especially when keeping in mind all the editorial principles and provisos involved. So, my solution is a little more involved than that elegant one, though not terribly so.
To start with, as good as the suggested change to 4A6.2.2 is, I believe that using it would take away the opportunity to cover what the existing rule is specifically intended to address: the case when a publisher can be determined or reasonably surmised. I believe that this situation still needs to be fully stated and retained in its original location. However, the question remains: might the suggested wording also be used later for situations where the publisher, etc. cannot be supplied? Thus, for instance, the suggested phrasing from above might still be considered for somewhere after 4E (“Place of manufacture”), with an appropriate example. 
Tentative wording for rule
===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========

4E…? 

If the manufacturer is known not to be the publisher, distributor, etc., transcribe the manufacturer statement as such according to the instructions in 4E, 4F, and 4G.
[S.l. : s.n., 1856] (Boston : Farwells & Forrest, steam job printers, 5 Lindall Street)
===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========
DISCUSSION, cont.
However, as re-written and removed from its original placement under 4A6.2, this guidance is orphaned.  It needs context. Looking for a place to insert this rule revealed a heretofore unseen weakness in DCRM: the manufacturer-related portion of Area 4 has no accommodation for a general rule. That portion just starts out giving direction for “Place of manufacture”. Unfortunately, the overall rule that is needed cannot be contained under a rubric covering just “place”. In contrast (and probably for this kind of reason), AACR2 labels this portion of Area 4 in chapter 1 (1.4G): “Place of manufacture, name of manufacture, date of manufacture”, thus covering the subsequent elements in an overall way. It would now seem to be a good idea for the DCRMs follow suit. (However, one serious caveat: I believe that doing this would change the numbering structure of the DCRM rules, to be closer to those in AACR2.) Still, this would allow for a more coherent general rule introducing manufacturer information, as well as for an appropriately rewritten version of the rule (“4E…?”) above. 
Added rule with suggested textual changes
===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========

4E.  Place of manufacture, name of manufacture, date of manufacture
4E1. General rule 

Transcribe manufacturer information as part of the following elements when appropriate according to the instructions in 4A6. In case of doubt about whether a named agency is a publisher or a manufacturer, treat it as a publisher.
If some or all of the details about the publisher, distributor, etc. are unknown and the manufacturer is known not to be the publisher, distributor, etc., transcribe the manufacture statement following the recorded elements of the publication, distribution, etc.
[S.l. : s.n., 1856] (Boston : Farwells & Forrest, steam job printers, 5 Lindall Street)
===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========

DISCUSSION, cont.
Please note that the AACR2 text used to guide in instances of ambiguous publisher or manufacturer presentations has been included verbatim in the second sentence of the first paragraph above (highlighted).  Also, note that a new example would need to be found.
It may be useful to consider that the use of the phrase in the general rule, “…when appropriate according to the instructions in 4A6” may obviate the need to repeat it in separate rules, as is currently the case.

If there is consensus for this idea (adding an overall rule and modifying numbering, labeling and content accordingly), then the following list shows re-numbering needed.
Main headings of rules within 4E with commentary about what changes are needed
 ===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========

4E.  Place of manufacture, name of manufacture, date of manufacture
4E1. General rule 

(New rule and example as given above.)

4E2.1. Place of manufacture 

(For existing rule 4E1 and example, with overall label, “General rule”. [Should referral to 4A6 be omitted?]) 

4E2.2. Supplied place of manufacture 

(For existing rule 4E2 and example.) 

4E3. Name of manufacture 

(For existing rule 4F and example. [Should referral to 4A6 be omitted?]) 

4E4. Date of manufacture 

(For existing rule 4G and example.) 

===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========

DISCUSSION, cont.
Finally, I believe that the good guidance found in 4A6 should be corroborated in some way within the rules, not just in a footnote. One idea is to use a phrase that separates earlier publications from later ones, in keeping with the footnote’s information.
Existing DCRM(B) text showing an additional explanatory phrase

===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========

4A6.2. Statements relating to manufacture only

4A6.2.1. If the publication is from the hand-press period and bears only a statement relating to manufacture, or multiple such statements, generally assume the manufacturer(s) to also be functioning as publisher(s), distributor(s), etc. Transcribe the statement(s) according to the instructions in 4B, 4C, and 4D. Consider the words “place of publication” and “publisher” in those instructions to refer equally to the place of manufacture and name of manufacturer in such cases.

===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========
SUMMARY OF 2 PROPOSED CHANGES

Addition of text giving general guidance for all manufacturer elements, with pre-existing text following the new 4E1, each shifted down and newly numbered. Note new text in red, with some cross-outs indicated.
 ===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========

#1)
4E.  Place of manufacture, name of manufacture, date of manufacture
4E1. General rule 

Transcribe manufacturer information as part of the following elements when appropriate according to the instructions in 4A6. In case of doubt about whether a named agency is a publisher or a manufacturer, treat it as a publisher.

If some or all of the details about the publisher, distributor, etc. are unknown and the manufacturer is known not to be the publisher, distributor, etc., transcribe the manufacture statement following the recorded elements of the publication, distribution, etc.

[S.l. : s.n., 1856] (Boston : Farwells & Forrest, steam job printers, 5 Lindall Street)
4E2.1. Place of manufacture 

[Transcribe names of places associated with printers and other manufacturers, etc. ... --with example]
4E2.2. Supplied place of manufacture 

[If the place of manufacturer ... --with example]
4F 4E3. Name of manufacture 

[Transcribe the names of printers and other manufacturers ... --with example]
4G 4E4. Date of manufacture 

[Transcribe date of impression ... --with example]
===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========+===========

#2)
4A6.2. Statements relating to manufacture only

4A6.2.1. If the publication is from the hand-press period and bears only a statement relating to manufacture, or multiple such statements, generally assume the manufacturer(s) to also be functioning as publisher(s), distributor(s), etc. Transcribe the statement(s) according to the instructions in 4B, 4C, and 4D. Consider the words “place of publication” and “publisher” in those instructions to refer equally to the place of manufacture and name of manufacturer in such
� The roles of publishers, printers, and booksellers were not clearly delimited in the hand-press period. Statements relating to printing frequently appear prominently on early printed materials, reflecting the tendency of printers to function as more than solely manufacturers. As the book trade industry became increasingly specialized over time, however, the role of the publisher gradually assumed greater importance, while the roles of manufacturer and distributor came to be subordinate.
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